lcheg __ fdheral finds of the early Mrddle Ages in Europe the treasure of Koubrat
an of Great Bulgarra on view in Sofia from September 19. Thrs is the frrst { '
A estabhshed funeral of a Proto-Bulgar:an ruler
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On Septcmbcr 19 Sofia will see the
opening of an exhibition of the trea-
sures of the funeral of Koubrat, the
Kban of Great Bulgaria, which rank, "
,in fact,-among the most magnificent
of tlmr lum:l imm tln: Bady Middle
Agea el A i Lwe _._r B

Whure and whcn dul Koubrat,the'
founder of .the Dulo dynasty of the -

BulgarianOnoguri, and the father of *
Khan: Asparoubwho in 681 'A.D.

founded: the- ‘Bulgarian -state, 'die?"

History has been more specific as to

the time of his death'=circa 665 A.D. -
Wwhen his statg, ’based in the Pontic:
Mteppes, way already under external

pressure excrtedby“lhe Khazars:

However, the fact that he was buried
in  today's’ village of Malaya
Pereshchepina, 13 km south of the

town of Poltava in the Ukraine, be— :

known but afcw years ago.
Thoagh ‘discovered in 1912, for a

long time the. Malaya Perebhchepma

| treasure posed a mystery: It consists
of gold and silver vessels ~ 37.in all,.

of which the gold objects alone weigh

50 pounds (about 20 kg), as well as

of many other funeral objects, like a
sword, a combat belt, a quiver, asad-

to concentrate on the gold and silver
rather than on thcprobablc |dc.11my
of theirowner, " =~ . a

i B bl ol e i
RWhydld it 50 happen was my ques-.

: Sn:boim have been puzzling over..
the: Maiayg Pereshcliepina treasure

i |.group.inhabiting the sin those:.
dle, stirrups, a drinking -horn,"etc. s ting the steppe ose: |
However, archacologists preferred, | yo0chim*' wm"’ % erman S e

“Academy of Sciences member, it was:

tion to senior research associate Di-
mifer Ovcharov, the history editor of
the - exhibition’s richly illustrated
catalogue. - Archaeologists  are not -
that absent-minded, are they? P
0L course .not,” he answered.

for “many -years. “Initially, ' Russian
and Saviet archaeologists gave it a
very peneral definition and dating:
without relating it to any ethnic:

times. 'Ihanksxothermamhofl‘ml‘

chaeologist,"and a foreign Bulgarian

proved bevond doubt that the trea-

basis of various analogous historical
jsourees,

/GREAT BULGARIA, WAS THE
“ONLY RULER TO WHOM IT

MIGHT HAVE BELONGED. This . |
/discovery is asignificant contribution «
to the early * history of our nation,
'| pertaining to'the time before the es-.
tablishment of Danubian Bulgaria by .
KhanASParOuhm()Sl ADE ]
4 f'%'l}aa- Malaya, Pereshchepina- trea-

“sure will be mounted at Sofia’s Na-
tional * History . Museum, ‘together
with other  Proto-Bulgarian, Slav,
and Khazar relics in the Hermitage

it was “ascertained ' that.
- KOUBRAT, “THE KHAN OF.

" 41 ROV INE T i T
surt was pnrt of a luxunous funeral | collection.” The ‘idea for arranging
du-acﬂy connected’ with' Proto-Bul-
" garian culture; What is more, on the -

such an exhibition was born a year
ago; coming now to fruition, it will
probably arouse strong interest
among the public. *

‘The exhibition will be combined
“with a bilateral meeting of Bulgarian |
and Soviet scholars on problems of
those “nomad” cultures. The latest
results of research-over mdmdual|
monuments, discovered on local and
“Soviet | territory, wtll also be .Te- |
ported.

- Sofia News wlll acquamt its read- !

~ers with the views of some of the
Soviet guests and their Bulgarian col-
Ieagucs on the role of the Proto-Bul-
garians in the cultural dcvclopmcm
of Europe’s Southeast. -




